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Written submission from SNH – Supplementary Evidence from 22 November 
2016 

ECCLR Committee: Deer Report Session, 22 November 2016 

Follow-up Evidence from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 

The Committee asked us for additional information on two issues: 

One, for further information on completed projects. All completed projects are 
covered within the SNH Review of Deer Management in Scotland. 

Secondly, for information on outstanding projects. There are three outstanding 
projects that SNH referred to in its oral evidence to the Committee on 22 November 
2016.  These are the Deer Research Project; Strath Caulaidh analysis; and James 
Hutton Institute (JHI) Estimating National trends. These are outlined below.  

1. Wild Deer Research Project - Meeting the Challenge of Wild Deer Research 
to Support Delivery of Sustainable Deer Management in Scotland 

This project was initiated by SNH and is funded primarily through the Scottish 
Government Contract Research Fund. It is being delivered by Scotland’s Rural 
College, with input from the University of the Highlands and Islands.  

The remit of the work is to: 

 Establish a comprehensive and structured collation of existing deer research; 
identify gaps in deer research, policy and knowledge transfer; carry out a 
literature review looking at the breadth and depth of scientific research 
undertaken on deer; understand the way in which this research has been used to 
address management issues; gather stakeholder views on deer research; 
examine reasons why deer research findings may not have been implemented; 

 Produce an on-line, easily navigable and updatable database as a resource of 
deer research; 

Expected completion date is end of January 2017. The on-line resource is already 
available (http://deerscotland.info/).  

The research will contribute to our work by: 

 helping guide an adaptive approach to deer management through the uptake of 
good knowledge and applied scientific research; 

 highlighting genuine research gaps in deer and their management and areas 
where further training and/or other forms of knowledge exchange are what is 
needed; 

http://deerscotland.info/
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2. Strath Caulaidh: Trends in woodland deer abundance across Scotland: 
2001 - 2016 

The remit of the work is to provide:  

 A summary of deer density survey data for a representative cross-section of 
the National Forest Estate (NFE).  

 An analysis of the full national cull records for the NFE for the past 15 years in 
order to produce statistics for use in proposed deer population models  

 A forecast of how many deer are likely to be present in each surveyed area in 
summer 2016, based on modelling with long-term population models 
spanning an agreed period; and also an overview of population trends over 
the past 15 years, in light of the size of culls taken relative to the rate of 
recruitment apparent, at the regional and national scales. 

Expected completion date is early 2017.  This project itself is complete and the 
work is referenced in the 2016 Review as an unpublished report to SNH. The final 
report is awaiting Quality Assurance and will be published in early 2017.  

This research will contribute to our work by: 

 providing new information on changes in woodland deer populations (on the 
National Forest estate); 

 identifying the likely situation with deer populations in private woodlands; 

 identifying recommendations for future monitoring and culling effort. 

3. James Hutton Institute:  Estimating national trends and regional differences 
in red deer numbers on open-hill ground in Scotland: identifying the causes 
of change and consequences for Upland habitats. 

The remit of the work is to: 

 estimate the current red deer population using a refined version of the proven 
count area (Deer Management Group) by year model1 using data collated at 
the property level, and updated by SNH to include 2016.  

 map regional differences in the trends in red deer numbers by exploring the 
similarity of changes in contiguous DMGs. 

 analyse the likely drivers of contrasting trends in regional deer numbers in 
terms of different culling effort and changes in hill sheep stocks. 

 attempt to relate the spatio-temporal status and changes in attributes of key 
natural heritage features recorded by SNH’s Site Condition Monitoring 
scheme to changes in deer and sheep numbers.  

                                                           
1
 Red Deer in the Highlands, Clutton-Brock & Albon (1989);  Red Deer Stocks in the Highlands of 

Scotland, T. H. Clutton-Brock, T. Coulson & J. M. Milner (2004) Nature 429, 261-262.  
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 identify a revised design for systematic annual counting of red deer on open-
hill ground that enables the robust detection of changes in trends. 

Expected completion date is 31 March 2017 

The research will contribute to our work by providing: 

 the first robust estimate since 2000 for the current size of the national 
population of red deer on hill-ground in Scotland.  

 the first ever estimates of regional variation in the trends in population size. 

 an analysis of the likely drivers of differences in regional trends. 

 a revised design for systematic annual counting of red deer on open-hill 
ground.  

Additional information 

We know there are a number of questions in relation to the population trends data 
we reported on.  The main issue relates to the difference in regional counts based on 
the national statistical model that we report, compared to actual counts on the 
ground which Deer Management Groups use to inform local management.  The 
reason we used a national statistical approach is to provide a robust trend at the 
national level.  We provided regional variations using the national statistical model to 
illustrate the variation of densities across the country. This information was not 
provided to inform local management which is informed by actual counts. The 
regional analysis does not affect the findings on national trends which are robust and 
which we use to draw our final conclusions and evaluation.   

I trust this additional information helps to clarify the use of the national statistical 
model, but we would be happy to provide additional clarification if that would be 
helpful.  

Scottish Natural Heritage 

5 December 2016 


